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other times he regarded them as rods which our Lord
employed for punishing his crimes; and, as he had
always loved those who corrected him, he adored the
Justice of his God, and honored the rods with which
he punished him. Having asked sufferings from
God, and feeling that his prayer was heard, it is
incredible what ardor he felt for enduring the rage
of the Hiroquois for the sake of the Hiroquois them-
selves. I cannot persuade myself that God may not,
in consideration for him, give them some light,—
unless they oppose themselves to the effort of his
goodness. I believe that, being in Heaven, he has
asked God for the salvation of the man who put him
to death, and that it has been granted him; for that
poor wretch, having been taken by the French, has
been baptized and put to death, as we shall see in
the chapter following. He gave, during his torments,
indications of a predestinated soul.

One cannot express the care that he took to preserve
his heart in purity; [138] the one to whom he inti-
mately communicated his thoughts— from his depar-
ture from the Hurons until his return to New France,
after his captivity and his voyage to Europe — asserts,
to the glory of our Lord, that his greatest offenses
had been some feelings of complacency which he had
felt at the sight of death, believing himself by this
means delivered from the sufferings of this life.

He was of a rather timorous temperament, which
highly exalts his courage, and shows that his con-
stancy came from above. He saw in a moment all
the difficulties which might occur in a matter, and he
felt the hurt naturally caused by these; this counter-
poise kept him in a profound humility, and made him
say that he was only a coward; and yet the Superiors


